Introduced by Council Members Johnson, Alvarez, Brown, Clark, Copeland, Corrigan, Daniels, Davis, Fussell, Graham, Hyde, Jenkins, Jones, Lockett-Felder, Ray, Self, Shad, and Yates:

RESOLUTION 2007-533
A RESOLUTION DECLARING MAY TO BE MENTAL HEALTH MONTH IN JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, mental illnesses rank first among illnesses that cause disability in the United States, Canada and Western Europe according to the New Freedom Commission report; and


WHEREAS, U.S. Surgeon General David Satcher underscored in his 1999 landmark report on mental health that the stigma toward mental illness remains a pervasive and potentially lethal barrier to mental illness recovery; and


WHEREAS, as recognized by President George W. Bush’s Freedom Commission Report, an advocate’s first goal is for Americans to understand that mental health is essential to overall health; and


WHEREAS, promoting mental health awareness among the general public is paramount in improving the quality of life in our community, as is advocating for appropriate resources for prevention, care, treatment and follow-up services for individuals with a mental illness and/or a substance abuse disorder; and


WHEREAS, educating the community on how productivity in our personal, social and professional lives will be enhanced through the effective use of resources in health, mental health, substance abuse treatment and other social services is vital; and


WHEREAS, implementing a network of partnerships among substance abuse and mental health providers and consumers, community-based support groups and the community at large in order to provide direct services to those in need will assist the community in combating the effects of mental illness; and 


WHEREAS, among our nation's numerous partnerships, the largest nonprofit organization addressing all aspects of mental health and mental illness is Mental Health America; and


WHEREAS, Mental Health America has again, as it has for the past 50 years, proclaimed May as Mental Health Month with this year's theme being MIND Your Health focusing on the mind-body connection; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City hereby declares May to be Mental Health Month in Jacksonville, and urges everyone to become better informed on mental health issues and to take part in the special events planned for the month to raise awareness and understanding of this most important issue.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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